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cast by that light which no man in his mortality hath seen 
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imagination that is inclusive and comprehensive vagy 
intention under the imperfect 


the noble 


UPON WHAT 
FOUNDATIONS ? 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


can demand of ourselves and of others is that our fa 


steadfastly set towards the 


<3 


My second reflection is that what is true of our own-ex- 
perience and of the ancient tradition of religion out of which 


our souls have drawn illumination and sustenance in freedom 
is equally true of the strange modern world in which we find 
ourselves to-day. The experience and creative impulses of the 
vast ages of pre-history and history have not exhausted the 


darkly and not face to face. 
Upon the Face of the Deep 
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DELIVERED 
PERHAPS 
high office as 
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches withc eine COMm- 
pelled to ask themselves upon what foundation their individual 
faith and the faith of the community they are called upon to 
represent and to serve is built. This question is em 
the recollections of the grave moment in histc 
all our minds to-day and by the awareness of 
f the vigorous life of this 
world is so vividly re 
any valid or authentic con 
in the faith, freedom and se 
The experience of an ordir 
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human soul as the vehicle of di others may abandon in despair faith in the 
ya which all we are and nt and operative in our common humanity, we 
S arisen afl the organtzat re not abandon that faith however dark at times 
m. if the fire of t chaos created by the world’s passion and pain. 
od by any contingency < sss may be upon the face of the deep, we still 
ali our plans are va spirit broods above the face of the waters. 
this faith we are free hat faith would be for us a fatal and final 
or modern philosophy or literature. | change 
enany of too ual forefathers. But the revelation of to-day 
of that of the past, but fold it.in:an 
"of the Ie nificance, only it will demand of us as it did 
Eetectetex. ‘So mach s y of our és that on the one side con- vs 
So much modern time is that 
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of man’s total depravity which comes from conventional 
religion, but we may be in danger of accepting the scepticism 
expressed in the vision of a humanity whose only realm of 
fulfilment is that of time and a material universe. Man without 
a spiritual horizon; man without God as the source of inspira- 
tion and the goal of aspiration appears to me as a denial of 
_the supreme dignity and value of the individual and the race. 
For the very sake of our humanity, for the full apprehension 


of our deepest instincts and most significant desires we must. 


affirm spiritual horizons beyond time and space. 


An Unbreakable Relation 


In this there is no claim for any revelation from the past 
as final, fixed and unalterable, but the affirmation that the 


But what you may ask, has all this to do with the purpose 
the Assemb thered here to discharge the business 


of faith that has sustained us ugh all the dark days of the 
present century and it is this kind of faith that will carry us 
through the fateful years that lie ahead. 
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New church halls have been built to replace those 
destroyed at: Poole, Hull, Southampton and Yarmouth. 


Plans have been approved and work is likely to commence 
soon on new churches to replace those destroyed at: Ply- 
mouth, Portsmouth, Croydon and Southampton. 


Plans for a new Hall have been approved at Croydon. 
And the Appeal for re-building Essex Hall was launched two 
weeks ago. Before us lie the problems of the churches at Mill 
Street, Liverpool, Cross Street, Manchester, and Brixton, where 
the temporary building erected some years ago will one day 
have to be replaced with a permanent structure. These are 
great issues and with them must be linked the problem of 
some ageing buildings in need of extensive repair. But what 
has been done over the past six years is no mean feat and 
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) deepest reading of the human situation and the human con- reflects great credit upon the local people in every case, 
dition implies an unbroken, and in the end an unbreakable and in which the body generally through the lead and encour- | 
] relation of man to timeless values and reality which we express agement given by Headquarters, can also take some credit. 
{ under the symbol of faith in-God. This faith should leave us ) 
i no valid ground for pessimism, no authority to threaten men * 
and women with ultimate dammation either in temporal or . 
| eternal states and conditions. In addition to all this, premises were obtained and the 
church at Marple properly housed. This year will see the 
) of debt on that building completely paid off. Sometimes, I fear, 
' of 1 Carrying OUL Of its manilo we are all too conscious of decline and such facts as 1 have 
r purposes in raising funds, in the care of its churches and its given should not be overlooked when trying to assess the pro- 
j ministry? It has everything to do with it. It was this kind gress, or otherwise, if you like, of the movement in this country. 
of faith that our movement into being. It wasthiskind The little cause at Wick has this year completed an extension, 
| the church at St. Helens is busy working for funds for an 
extension to accommodate a growing Sunday School. The 
church at Glasgow has been completely adapted to serve as 
| If this central dynamic faith fails, then all fails, the 
| wheels will cease to turn, the hands will fall nerveless and inert The ministerial situation must still give us all cause for 
| and we shall have no significance in the wide-ranging move- deep thought, but there are signs of improvement here, too, 
| ments of our day. What we do here is in order that we may that should not be overlooked. This year, which will end in 
| be linked to the one increasing purpose whereby men and July next, we have 24 men in training for the Ministry either 
| | women may catch sight of the city of God as a growing splen- in the colleges or as Lay Pastors seeking to qualify for 
| dour of time which yet has its foundation not in time, but in ministerial status. If those the Ministry Committee have al- 
the depths of eternity. ready approved enter college, and those who are already in 
4 college continue their courses, we shall have 25 next year, 
) and of those in training now, one man from College and one 
tg lay pastor will qualify in July. There are also two new applica- 
| STATE OF THE ASSEMBLY tions before the Ministry Committee in May. If all goes well 
| we should have more men training for the Ministry next year 
ADDRESS — 1955 than for some time past. This should not give us cause for 
. since we ought to have 30 in training, at least, 
‘By John Kielty 
(Secretary of the General Assembly of Unitarian 
and Free Christian Churches.) two of the young men in the U.Y-P.L. are 
. : several students in college ve 
| post a part in the work of that body and that 
7 certain matters which are of, yet additional to, the = 1udents come from the U.Y.P.L. This would 
Z matters contained in that Report. In some cases they are that the youth movement is at last recovering from the 
3 hard facts; in others they are impressions gathered in travelling setbacks it received as a result of the war. cet Se 
_ about the country and talking with ministers and laymen. able to say in this, the 21st birthday year of the U.Y PL. 
In the year since we last met as an Assembly we have 
3 7 opened a re-built church at Yarmouth and work is now pro- body and to the Rev. Richards. Undoubtedly, 
: ceeding on the adjoining hall which it is hoped will be opened Youth Leadership Courses now being organized are proving 
; by Whitsuntide. The hall at Ilford has been re-built, and this a great source of strength to our young people and so to our 
i time it is a larger and more adequate building and, moreover, churches. 
: Last year the Assembly approved certain minimum 
$ : | with regard to stipends. They were not nearly so 
will see the opening of the beautiful new chapel at Stand Standards 
which replaces the one destroyed in 1940. I think that a 
| years encouragement, may pious hopes future. therefore, pleasing to repo"! 
| in the War at : St. Helens, Lewisham, Stand, and Yarmouth. now that all their ministers receive the minimum 
Churches have been ed after serious damage at the move h much 


definite opposition been met. Generally, the response has 
been favourable, though some have had to plead inability to 
meet the required challenge at present, but as an earnest of 
good faith have made a gesture in the right direction. 
These are all encouraging signs, and I stress them at the 
outset. The Unitarian Advance Campaign has revealed many 


will not see that at a time when we are on trial for our 
and progress 
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| COMMENT 

A Unitarian Benefactor 

One of the most interesting buildings in Lewes, Sussex, 
is what is known as Anne of Cleves House, in which is 
housed an extremely interesting col'ection of- furniture and 
other interesting articles from the past. The house, a fine 
timbered building, was granted by Henry VIII to Anne of 
Cleves, although she is not reputed ever to have lived there. 
The collection has been added to by the Every Bequest of iron 
and other artifacts, illustrative of the way of living adopted by 
our ancestors from century to century. This bequest is so im- 
portant that Sir Mortimer Wheeler, who opened the new 
annexe to house the collection, spoke of Lewes as having the 
first real Folk Museum in England. Mr. John Every, J.P., 
who left this fine collection to the Sussex Archaeological 
Society, was an extremely generous supporter of Westgate 
Chapel, Lewes. He was one of the chief contributors to the 
cost of transforming the large chapel into the present smaller 
chapel and lecture room, a work done in 1913 under the 
guidance of Mr. Ronald Jones. He also gave a manse to the 
congregation. 

In 1699 the Lewes dissenting congregation bought the 
Bull Inn, and turned the rear part into the chapel which was 
transformed over 40 years ago. The front part of this build- 


Association as an endowment. It is worthwhile placing on 
record these generous benefactions by a Unitarian who would, 
no doubt, have been known to many of our readers. 


new race should be born—‘“a different and greater species 
than the homo sapiens hitherto known to history ! ” 

To me Scott is far greater than Burns, both as a man 
and as a writer. I have read many of his novels several times, 
and am now busy reading through the whole 25 volumes. 
Some of his long poems are just thrilling, and it is my opinion 
example, in The Lady of the Lake. The absurd 
length to which Burns-worship has been carried should be a 
warning lest love of country in more important relationships 
obscure the judgments of reason and common-sense. 
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glaring and alarming weaknesses. In the first place, there is ay 
a lack of lay leadership without which progress is impossible. cual 
Too many people are afraid, literally afraid, of attempting iy 
any campaign lest failure should further depress their people. < a 
very 
is to advance. | 
* 
I have found also some who say such things as this: “ It “i 
would pay someone to put some money and a good man into ay 
our place.” They are not exactly Micawbers looking for ba! 
something to turn up, but they are very definitely looking for on 
someone, usually the Assembly, to do something for them 4h 
without imposing upon them any burden. Frankly, that sort a 
of attitude should never be encouraged for a moment. Our ag 
resources are not great, they are stretched to the extreme, and 1 
so we have no right to waste a single penny upon those who om 
think in that way. Unless the local people are eager and ih 
into ir cause, i in terms of mone . fas | again ing an inn. Lom Faines wile live a. 
or ministers can hope for success. Again, it is sad to aed in this inn, her father being the proprietor and she herself | 
to report that many people still believe that all that is neces- was a member of the Chapel; but it is hardly likely that Tom ig 
sary to transform their dying cause into a living, thriving Paine himself was a regular attendant. This inn was bought by : 
church, is a young minister and a large grant towards his Mr. Every, and presented to the Sussex Archaeological 
stipend. No minister will ever achieve that miracle anywhere 
without the support of devoted lay men and women. If the a 
lay leadership and backing is absent, then it is a waste of money 
and man-power to put good ministers in such places. Those ; 
are hard words, but they need to be said. Bobby Burns | 
The worst cases of all are those where no one really be- Patriotism is a powerful emotion, capable not only of | 
lieves that their church has any future, and there are such. putting the object of our devotion in a favourable wg : 3 
I know the reasons, and I sympathize with the hard-working also of completely stifling our critical faculties. I was early 
band who bear the burden in such causes. But when the brought up to know and admire some of Robert Burns’s finest cy 
Assembly offers help in terms of speakers, literature and lyrics in their musical settings, but I have never been able pay 
money, surely, if we have any faith in us at all, we should to understand why, wherever Scotsmen go, they have to found ah 
grasp the opportunity with both hands. The worst that can a Burns Society, perhaps even erect a monument to him. ; 
happen is that the pessimists be proved right. Perhaps my lack of understanding comes from my being on!y “ie 
* half Scottish, but there is surely involved in this Burns-worship. ‘2 
where it is not an excuse for a “ nicht oot,” something like a - 
fetish. A recent edition of Burns’s poems, speaks in the intro- 6 
duction of it being necessary in order to surpass him, that a e 
call. 
to show our movement is on the way up than thi + 
count for more than words. Once built we shall “' 
only a home worthy of our faith, but an increased i : 
our work, and in the new bookroom and chapel in the build- 4 
spends its working days in that vicinity. Finally, we must all | 
have been greatly heartened by the decision of our President ‘= 
just out of office, Mr. Stanley Butler, to throw up his quite ‘= 
lucrative and safe post, to enter the ministry. No one more | 
than he as a very active President knows the true state of our Mental Health 
body. Not im spite of, but because of it all, he has made : , 
his decision. Let that be the answer to all pessimists. We are ag to Dr. Crew, Professor of Public Health and 
going ahead, the advance is on. The way ahead is hard but Medicine at Edinburgh University, who lately addressed 
then it és always more difficult to climb upwards than to pace on the matter, menial trouble was largely duc 
shide down hill; it is also more rewarding. There was, however, another factor—the 
himeelf, a faith, a cause, a purpose, something gave to hi 
“ Inquirer” Assembly Nember activities a satisfying purpose, and yielded mental serenity. It 
The enlarged mumber of “The Inquirer” containing of to 
Unitarian and Free Christian Charches will be on ihe: Lived 
Apel 30. Onder extra copies NOW. A wumber of readers ia other words, the must be made to feel that his 
have been dis: im mot receiving extra orders of last fife had significance and value. Kt all reminds one of those i 
week's special because requests were made too late. well-known and oft-quoted words of C. G. Jung: “ During - 
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14 Gordon Square, London W.C.1. They should not in 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 
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| ‘ of the earth have consulted me. . . . Among all my patients . . . 
| last resort was not that of finding a religious outlook on life. 
| ost i iving religi every age have given to 
, their followers, and none of them has been really healed who 
did not regain his religious outlook.” 
Commentator. | 
| | 
ip 
| : Sm,—I must admit to a certain disappointment on reading the 
statements of Unitarian belief in your special number. We were 
| promised something in simple language, suitable for the general 
i If Miss Tarrant’s admirable little book “What Unitarians 
Believe” were widel ag oe ibuted, it might bring in a few recruits, 
: but who except a intellectuals will be attracted by talk of 
colloidal granules and the latest mutatic 
vertebrate line? 
We accuse orthodoxy of overiaying simple teacl 
same thing? If we could get back to the simy aCnUES t 
not about him, we might make some having alter 
= large, but the speculative HJ mys ssary to sper 
5 room will never appeal heavy exp 
London, S.W.16. ~~ be 
(Mr. Spooner’ s critic of was clected at 
be aware. Nevertheles: vice given by 
more orders have been ! it was unanimc to make him 
| | All and mannectipts for the Edisor must reach the Office World of Tode 
| 7. . West Indians sow in the town and 
| Subecripten Rates © 19: 6d. per annum (post free) them and the local ; 
Thee meeting in the Unitarian was 
i 
| NEWS REVIEW city. ‘There was a profit from the tea of 
| 95th Annual Mecting was held at Newchurch on Satur- Rosemary 
| gh In spite of wintry conditions there was 2 good presided. Mr. 
attendance and most of the Churches im the Mission areca were of Manchester 
rvice was conducted by the Rev. Robert ve a vivid and 
| The preacher was the Rev. of the Rev. . 
r. Foote proclaimed his belief am representative im 
impression on 
suficring. wed. At the close. the 
pod was 2 spirit working i to speaker 
actical endeavour to mmprove hat 
s for God. 
Meeting followed the service and was m_praien 
Rev. Albert Smith im the absence of the tas 
a do so in the future. 
the condition of result 
= 
was 2 large aficadance at 
he tad vested hem Me" DW. pended. The 
Cham was occupied by Mr Williamson, of imson) presented the Chapel Report. 


ies 4 


| 


’ 


4 


| 


146 THE INQUIRER, APRIL 16, 1955 


THE LINDSEY PRESS---~~ 


MAN, CHANCE AND HISTORY 
by Alan Bullock, M.A. 
Essex Hall Lecture 1955 


2/- by post 2/2 


TRUTH AND CERTAINTY 
by A. Victor Murray, M.A., B.D., B.Litt. 
Essex Hall Lecture 1954 
2/- by post 2/2 


THE SOCIAL FUNCTION OF A UNIVERSITY 
by Sir Hector Hetherington, K.B.E., LL.D., D.Litt. 
Essex Hall Lecture 1953 
2/- by post 2/2 


CO-OPERATION BETWEEN WORLD RELIGIONS 
by Rabbi Leslie I. Edgar, M.A. 
Essex Hall Lecture 1952 
2/- by post 2/2 
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NOTICE 


CHARITY OF TIMOTHY DEAN 


(Founded by Will dated March 20, 1726, for Poor Ministers and 
Poor Widows of Ministers) 


Applications to participate in this Charity are invited from 
eligible persons residing in the Counties of Chester (to which 
County preference must be given) and Lancaster. 


Forms of Application may be obtained from the REV. F. 
COTTIER, 42 WINDMILL LANE, REDDISH, STOCKPORT, 
the Secretary of the Committee of the Widows’ Fund, the newly 
appointed Trustees of the Charity. 


- LONDON DISTRICT PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
STAMFORD STREET CHAPEL, SE.1 
_ SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1955 


3.00 Service conducted by the Rev. J. M. Hall, M.A. — 
3.45 Annual General Meeting. 

445 Tea (price 1/- each). 

5.30 (approx.) Meeting of the Council. 


Holidays Abroad 
UNITARIANS, SEEK THE SUN IN HOLIDAY FELLOW- 
SHIP! To Lugano and Italian Lakes (July 11-21); Montreux, 
Geneva and Paris (August 15-26). Lone travellers welcome. Re- 
duced cost. Few vacancies. Write: Rev. Parkinson, 32 Windsor 
Road, Doncaster. 


EARLY SUMMER HOLIDAYS. Winter terms till Whit at this 
small friendly hotel in “ Britain’s Best Cli 


Deaths 
i i 2, 1955, Am 
—Suddenly in hospital on April 


of Hangarw near 

late Mr. and Mrs. Bramiey, of Sheffield, in her 79th year. 

Cremated April 6. 

CREAK (nee Roberis)}—Elizabeth May, beloved Frederick 
Creak, at Foxhills, Crowborough, April 6, in her 8ist 
Cremation at Downs Crematorium, on 

conducted by Rev. Dr. H. W. Stephenson. 
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— 
Unitarians. Central heating everywhere when cool; h. & c.; 
Slumberlands. Vegetarian if desired. [Illustrated brochures. 
NorRMANHURST PrivaTe Hore, Sea-front, St. LEONARDS-ON-SEA, 
sunshine. Best position, centre 3 mile Promenade, between Pier 
and Sun Lounge orchestras. Opposite boating, fishing, own beach 
tent. "Phone: Hastings 4784. 
Pacifist Service 
Fe Pacifist Universalist Service, 3.30 p.m.. Sunday, April 17. 
King’s Weigh House Church, Bimney St, W.1. Nr. Bond St. Stn. 
MOORE—On April 5, at 32 Chatsworth Road, St. Annes-on-Sea, 
Clara Elizabeth, dear wife of the late Rev. Richard Clarke Moore. 
chester, in her 89th year. Cremated at Caricton, Blackpool, on 
April 7. 
Atherton: Al a special service in Chowbent Chapel, con- : 
ducted by the minister, Rew. K. Twien, 0 lore snd iugremive Death termmated the long illness of Stanicy Conway Robinson 
“ Dorcas” memorial window was unveiled by Miss Alien, on 
of Cheshire. Mr. Marcus T. Wright, the of two of the a worker a eS Street Church. 
most outstanding benefactors of the presented the window An illness, the seeds of which were sown on Salisbury Plain during 
io loving memary of bis and his wife, Vera, who died strong anc 
4 wus bereavement. Fricads were at hand to mister and at the last 
deprived of cyesight, he sank to rest. 
A former minister, Rev. E. Glyn-Evans, an old friend of 
Dr. Mellor’s ministry, “ Stanicy,” as he was 
devotion, at work till his interest failed. In 1941 be 
resigned from the Church, and there succeeded long years of con- 
Evesham: At the recent annual mecting of the Oat Street 
Mr. K. Gill Smith was re-elected chairman. Mrs. visitors, among them Mr. W. R. Owens, the Rev. Lawrence Red- 
was welcomed on her return from Australia. The fern, and while his health permitted, Hope Street's present minister, 
Got ties. to TISEMENT RATES 
ithe General Assembly thet she should represent 
done years ago as others done. 4 rece meas 
or done as much Each ack word. 3d. 
headline news was not so good as the simple life at home. 


